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SUB J : ECLA MEETINGS IN 1978 

REF: STATE 123907 

1 . ECLA TELLS US THAT BECAUSE OF THE UPCOMING SIGNING OF A TRI- 
LATERAL AGREEMENT BY BRAZIL. ARGENTINA AND PARAGUAY IN REGARD 
TO THEIR MUTUAL WATER RESOURCES, THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT HAS REQUEST 
ED 

ECLA TO POSTPONE UN WATER CONFERENCE IN SANTIAGO (JUNE 26-30) FOR 
AT LEAST TWO MONTHS. ECLA IS NOW CONSIDERING THE BRAZILIAN REQUEST, 

AND INFORMS US OFF-THE-RECORD THAT THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE FOR POST- 
PONEMENT. ACCORDING TO ECLA, A FURTHER REASON IN FAVOR OF A DELAY 
IS THAT THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UN COMMITTEE ON NATURAL 
RESOURCES IN NEW YORK HAS BEEN POSTPONED FROM SEPTEMBER TO JANUARY. 
THE ECLA SANTIAGO CONFERENCE WAS PLANNED AS A PREPARATORY EVENT FOR 
THE SEPTEMBER SPECIAL SESSION. WE WILL ADVISE DEPARTMENT AS SOON 
AS DECISION IS TAKEN, PROBABLY LATE NEXT WEEK. 
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2. EMBASSY NOMINATES ECONOMIC OFFICER FSO-3 LUDLOW FLOWER TO BE 
EMBASSY MEMBER OF DELEGATION TO THE CONFERENCE. PLEASE ADVISE 
WHAT IS EXPECTED. 

3. WE HAVE REQUESTED FROM ECLA AN UPDATED EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 
1978-79 AND WILL FORWARD BY TELEGRAM AS SOON AS IT IS AVAILABLE. 
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